Activities for Graphing Coins
Compiled by Patti Huberty

* Put a bunch of various kinds of coins in a bag that the students can not see through. Let one child reach in, without looking, and pull out two coins (or three or four, but the same for each child). The child should figure out how much money the coins represent all together, then place the coins back in the bag. After each child in the group has done this, make a graph showing how many people got various amounts of money. This is interesting because only certain amounts of money can occur for a given number of coins. It also helps with the notion of uncertainty…different people get different coins.

* Find out how many ways there are to make different amounts and then graph which amounts can be made only one way (amounts less than 5 cents), which ones can be made only two ways (amounts between 5-9 cents), which ones can be made 3 or more ways.

* How much is your name worth? A=1 cent B=2cents C=3 cents etc. Make your first name and determine its value. Graph which ones are worth less than 10 cents, between 11-20 cents, between 21-30 cents, etc. Then do other common words or shapes or spelling words. Extra challenge, try making words or sentences that are worth $1.00.

* Give each child a handful of coins (make sure to give them a few more dimes than other coins) and have them create a graph for how many pennies, nickels, dimes, quarters they have. If they don’t have graph paper then just put them in a column or row on notebook paper.  It will look like they have more quarters because quarters are bigger, but there should actually be more dimes, so you can have a discussion about the need for using something else to represent the coins, like an X, a check mark or tally mark. 
