How to Start a Lesson
(Suggestion from Patti Huberty)

1. Question for the day…

Write on the board the “big” question/topic for the day/week that will be the focus your lesson
2. Brainstorm session…

List on the board any thoughts/ideas the students have about the question/topic
3. Highlight key points…

Circle/underline the specific ideas from the brainstorm list that will hopefully be discussed during the lesson

4. Identify starting point…

Based on the student generated list, decide where to begin the lesson

OR

If the student generated list does not include an appropriate starting point, tell them where you will begin. Then explain that through their investigations they will address the points/questions that have been identified on the board

5. Begin investigations…

Investigations should include activities where students have the opportunity to work individually, with a partner, in small groups of three or four, and whole class. Additionally, the teacher should be conscious of asking “Tell me” type questions, ones that generate a sentence response from the students, not simply a yes, no, or one word answer. For example, “Tell me…

…how you got that?” …what we know from this information”   …why you think this works”…when this would not work.” 

…when you have seen something like this before”  

“Can you tell me another way to solve this?”

