Links: K-2 and 3-5: Patterns, Sorting, and Problem Solving

Title: The Important Stuff
By: Patti Huberty
Grade Level Used-  These two lessons have been used with K-4th grades

Objective-  Students will demonstrate their ability to correctly sort and label groups of pictures as well as use problem solving skills to decide what the most important attributes about a given person, set of objects, and given shapes are.
Materials- camera for taking pictures of students (see introduction B part two), assorted magazines, large sheets of poster board, glue, scissors, markers, large cut out shapes (rectangle, circle, square, triangle….hexagon and pentagon for older students).

Lesson- 
Introduction A- 
Try to get a copy of the book, The Important Book, by Margaret Wise Brown. This book discusses the important attributes of familiar objects. Throughout the book different objects are highlighted based on what they look like (color, size, shape) and what they are used for. Each page begins and ends with what each things most important attribute is, for example, “The most important thing about rain is that it’s wet. It falls from the sky, it can be hard or soft, but the most important thing about rain is that it is wet”. If you can find a copy of the book begin by having the students look at the cover and name several of the characteristics of the objects they see. Then see if they can find another object with those same, or similar attributes (size, color, shape, use of the object) to prepare them for the style of the book. Then read the story letting the students repeat the most important attribute of each object. If you do not have a copy of the book you can follow introduction B. I suggest doing Introduction B as a follow up activity even if you do use The Important Book because it is a lot of fun and the kids really enjoy it! It also makes a GREAT gift activity for the holidays! Make sure to read it!(
Introduction B-
1. This introduction begins by writing on the board the words Important People in My Life. Next tape a photo on the board of someone important to you. Then write five to six sentences about that person, having the first and last sentence be the same AND the most important characteristic to you about that person. For example, I did this with a picture of my husband and I wrote…


The most important thing about Greg is that he is my best friend


He is my husband


He is very kind and loving


He has big beautiful brown eyes


He makes me laugh all the time


But the most important thing about Greg is that he is my best friend
Then let the kids do some thinking on their own about who they would like to write about. Give them time to write down sentences in any order, making sure to tell them not to worry about getting the most important thing down immediately. As they are writing walk around the room and notice the different sentences that students are creating and share their ideas if they are comfortable with you doing so. This will help those students who might feel “stuck”. Don’t limit them to people, if they want to write about a pet let them know this is fine too. (
Have the students bring in a picture of the person, or animal, the next day so you can make a bulletin board display. Having these familiar faces around them during the day can be very comforting and reassuring for children, particularly on those bad days. It’s also nice to have this display up when parents are visiting the class for open house or conferences.
2. Another variation on this activity is to partner the students up, let them take each others picture with a camera, and then have them write a description about their classmate just like they did for the first activity. This is a great bonding activity for your class and you can display the pictures and writings on a bulletin board for all to see and enjoy. Kids love seeing their picture and with the nice words about themselves it is sure to help build self-esteem and positive relationships in the classroom!

Day One-  This activity usually takes an hour. The second activity listed is for a follow up day to reinforce these same skills.
Handout a magazine and scissors to each child. Tell them to cut out 4 or 5 pictures glue of different pictures of objects. After each child has had a chance to cut out some pictures put them in small groups with 4 to 5 in each group. Have the students combine al their pictures and tell them to sort the photos according to some common characteristic/attribute. For example size, shape, the way the thing is used, color, etc. Do not limit them to a certain number of categories, they should make as many as they need in order to include all their pictures. Then handout the poster-board and have each group arrange their pictures in groups with specific category names, like “things that we eat”, “things that are square”, “things that we play with”, etc. Once the group has agreed on all the categories give them the glue and have them create a poster that shows all the categories separated and with a label explaining why they grouped the objects together, i.e. “things that are scary”, etc. Make sure to allow time for them to share with the rest of the class. 

Day Two-   This activity explores the attributes of shapes, so some prior knowledge of triangles, squares, circles, and rectangles is needed. If you are working with older students you can also include pentagon, hexagon, and octagon.
Hold up the large example shapes you have and make sure the student can name each shape. Discuss with them the different characteristics about each shape that helps them distinguish each one form the other. The properties you should be discussing or noticing here are the sides and the corners/angles of each shape. Separate the class into small groups, 4-5 in a group, and give each group one of the shapes. Tell them they are going to create a class book called “The Important Book About Shapes”. So, each group is to write a description for the shape they were given following the same pattern as The Important Book did, or the other activity that they did where they listed the most important attributes first and last with other characteristics in the middle. For example,

The most important thing about a circle is that it is round.


A bicycle wheel and a doughnut are both circles


It looks like the letter o


My favorite cereal is the shape of a circle…cheerios

But the most important thing about a circle is that it is round.

Once all the groups are finished have them share their posters and then put all the posters together to make a large classroom book. You will need three large o rings to do this. Or you can just put the posters up around the room.
