Links: Time, Problem Solving, K-2 and 3-5

Title: Nemo’s Day at School

By: Patti Huberty

Grade Level- This activity has been used with 1st – 4th grades. See descriptions below for specific grade levels.
Objective- For students to demonstrate their understanding of elapsed time

Materials- Student clocks, worksheet titled Keeping up with Nemo
Lesson- 


For Kindergarten and 1st grade I suggest using this worksheet like a script for a story. The teacher can read each section and allow the students to either act out what is going on, or use puppets or a felt board to demonstrate/display the actions in the story. The teacher can use a large clock (a Judy clock works well) to show the times mentioned and to demonstrate how to figure out the amount of time that elapses. You may want to change the times on the worksheet so that the actions take place on the hour or half hour. 

For 2nd grade I suggest using the worksheet as it is, but as a teacher lead activity. Make an overhead copy of the worksheet and then work through it together taking time to discuss the different strategies the students have for figuring out each problem. Second graders also really enjoy acting out stories, so you may want to follow the suggestion for K-1st grades as well.

For 3rd-4th grades I suggest letting them work with a partner(s) and answer the questions within a given time frame, perhaps 20 minutes. Then come back together as a class and share their answers. Or you could use this worksheet an assessment of their knowledge about time.
Keeping Up with Nemo                          Name:
Directions: Read about Nemo’s day at school. Fill in the blanks with the correct time. Use your analog clocks to help answer each question.
1. Nemo wakes up at 6:30am to get ready for school. It takes him 30 minutes to eat breakfast and then swim to school. What time does he get to school each day? _________
2. School starts at 7:15am. Does Nemo get to school early or late each day? _______. By how many minutes? ________
3. Nemo’s class has recess at the coral reef. It takes them 15 minutes to swim to the reef. If they leave at 10:30am what time will they get to the coral reef? _________
4. The class will stay at the reef until 11:15am. How many minutes does Nemo have recess at the reef? _________

5. Lunchtime is 30 minutes long. It starts at 12:15pm. What time does lunch end? _________

6. Nemo and his friends like to play games with Dory after school. She is supposed to meet them at 2:15, but she is always 15 minutes late because she forgets! What time does Dory finally show up to play games? _________

7. The “Fish are Friends not FOOD” meeting starts at 4:30pm and ends at 5:30pm. How long is the meeting? _________
8. It takes Nemo 20 minutes to swim home after the “Fish are Friends not FOOD” meeting. What time will he get home to have dinner with his dad? _________
