Link: K-2 Addition and Subtraction

Title: Sequencing Activities for K-1st
By: Patti Huberty
Grade level used: Kindergarten and 1st

Objective: To help students understand the need for numbers to be in a certain order and what this order is called (sequence). 

Materials: Varies depending on the activity (see descriptions below)

Lesson: 

Sequencing Activities for K-1st grade

Day One  ~  45-60 min.

Intro. Activity - “Hanging up the Wash” 
Materials: need bucket/basket, cut out clothes with the numbers from 1-12, string, and clothespins.
Students take turns reaching in the bucket/basket and pulling out numbers to hang up on the # line wherever they think they belong. Allow them to make mistakes! Discuss importance/need for a specific order/sequence of numbers as needed.
Center Activities

1. Students listen to the teacher as she calls out 3-4 numbers. They use their number cards (#’s 1-12) and place mats to display the called out numbers in the correct order.

2. Fill in the missing numbers on a number line worksheet and identify the symbol that marks the numbers place on the number line.

3. Cut and Paste the numbers in correct order on a given grid. 
Day Two ~ 45 min
Intro. Activity -“Design a picture” 
Materials: need string and numbers (big enough for everyone to see) to place on floor or for children to hold 

Place the numbers on the floor or hand them out to a few children. Use a ball of string to connect the numbers in the correct sequence, then lay the string on the floor and have children identify the picture (star). Repeat the activity but have children not follow the incorrect order and let them see what happens. Discuss importance of following the correct sequence/order. 

* Modification- This activity can be used as one of the center activities instead of an introduction. If you do this then at the end of the lesson you could do the center 3 activity as a whole class activity for closure.
Center Activities

1. Mix it up- students place all their number cards (#’s 1-20) in a bag and shake it up. When the teacher says “go” they take the cards out one at a time and line them up in the correct order.

2. Dot to Dot- Use a connect the dot worksheet that goes along with the current reading, science, or social studies unit of study. For example, a mail truck or mailbox when studying about the Postal Service.

3. Fill in the face- The teacher will call out the numbers 1-12 one at a time while the students write the numeral on a small slip of paper.                                    Students will then paste the correct number on the correct spot on their clock face worksheet.
Day Three ~ 45 min.
Intro. Activity – “Before and After Game” 
Materials: need large index cards

Write the numbers 1-20, (can be lower or higher depending on the number of student in your classroom), on large index cards. Give each child one of the cards. One child is “it” and comes to the front of the room to show his card. The students who have the cards right before and right after the number being shown also come to the front of the room. The three children then arrange themselves in the correct sequence. All other students decide whether or not they agree with the arrangement.

* Modification- This activity can be shortened by using only three students, each holding up one card with either a triangle, circle, or square on it. Have students stand in front of the room and ask questions like, “What shape comes right before/after/between the triangle/circle/square?” Also refer to the alphabet to ask similar questions. Return to this game as a closure or review activity as needed.
Center Activities

1. Teacher holds up a # and direct students to use their # cards to hold up either what comes right before or right after the #.  Next the teacher holds up two #’s and asks the students to select the number that comes between the two #’s.

2. Using a designed worksheet the students will write in the numbers that come before, after, or between.

3. A Storm blew over some mailboxes – On a sheet of paper, cut and paste the mailboxes in the correct sequence.

Day Four ~ 45 min.
Intro. Activity –Game “Tip Tap Who Sat?” 
Materials:  need index cards from before and after game

Using index cards #1-12 give one card to 12 different students. Have them stand in groups of three. There should be four groups standing (i.e. 1,2,3, … 4,5,6, … 7,8,9, …10,11,12 ). Have the rest of the class close their eyes and teacher taps one student to sit down. When class opens their eyes they decide “Who Sat”. Also have students tell what comes right before and right after that number. Remember to also discuss the idea of between.
Center Activities

1. Game “Secret Number”- teacher gives clues using the words before, after, and between in order to help students decide what the “secret number” is. Students use their number cards to help them eliminate their choices.

2. Bad Egg worksheet- students cross out numbers 1-20 (in a countdown fashion) to determine which number was written twice…the “Bad Egg”.

3. Students use M&M’s to cover up boxes in a given sequence. Then they add up the M&M’s used by counting them and record the # on their worksheet. This is a good introductory activity for leading into addition.
* *  Make sure to  include discussions about the sequence of.... days in a week, months in a year, your class schedule, rules to a game, and events in a story (see list below of possible books to use for discussions of sequence of events). **

Other Ideas

1. Balls in a tube- use a wrapping paper tube and colored golf balls to demonstrate reverse actions. Place balls in tube and have students predict what order/sequence the balls will fall out. Do it, then repeat the action but this time flip the tube and have students predict what the order/sequence will be this time. *Try to set this up in a center so they can experiment w/ the idea of reverse action.
2. Palindromes…Examples, 12321…MOM…DAD

3. Pattern Strips- create a pattern and then have the students reconstruct it in REVERSE order/sequence.

4. Backwards Day- turn around clothing, conduct daily activities in reverse order, eat dessert first, etc.

Books (These are just a few of the MANY books that may help)


Little Red Hen


Anno’s Counting House


Rosie’s Walk


Brown Bear Brown Bear


The Very Hungry Caterpillar


The Very Busy Spider


Don’t Forget the Bacon
