Unit Summary Questions

How might using models help us to understand the units of measurement used to find surface area?

What are some examples of objects in everyday life, such as in your home or school, that serve as models of three-dimensional figures (rectangular prisms or cylinders)? How would you characterize or describe them?

What qualities do the figures you named have in common? What are the differences among the figures?

How can understanding the properties of two-dimensional figures help us to better understand some of the characteristics of three-dimensional solids? Explain how two-dimensional shapes differ from three-dimensional solids.

Why might we sometimes have to estimate the surface area of a three-dimensional solid using a model? What real-life factors might prevent us from obtaining an exact answer? (You might want to consider these questions from the point of view of a builder, interior designer, or other professional.)

What were your own strengths and weaknesses in solving surface area problems? In the Create a Cover Problem and in this unit?

